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Principal’s Message “God of all peoples in Jesus Christ 
You call us from our foolishness to be you children 

coming amongst us like a kookaburra singing 
 the song of a new day.” 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Principal’s Message            P1 –2 

Message from the APRE       P3 

Learning & Pathways            P4 

Pastoral & Wellbeing             P6 

Sport                                       P7-11 

Parent Teacher Interview      P12 

The Careers Team                  P13 

ANZAC  Day information          P6 

Advertisements                         P 18           

                        
 

The Columban 
Spirit  -  Tradition  -  Community 

5th April 2019 

  

Principal’s Message 

CRICOS  Reg No. 03347D 

EVENTS 
 

Important 
notice 

Term 2 return date is  
Tuesday 23rd April 2019 

 
 

april 
Tuesday 23rd April 
School Commences 

 
Wednesday 24th April 

ALBI Assembly 
 

Wednesday 25th April 
ANZAC Day 

 
Thursday 26th April 

7:45am Mass 
ANZAC Ceremony 

 
Tuesday 30th April 
College Assembly 

Parent Teacher Interviews 
 
 
 
 

INSIDE 
THIS EDITION 

We acknowledge and pay our respects to the Gubbi Gubbi peoples, the  
traditional custodians of the land our College calls home. We commit to  
walking with their leaders towards true reconciliation.  

 
As we wind down into the Easter break it is important that we are aware that this time of the year is very  
special to us as Catholics. Easter is the celebration of Christ’s resurrection from the dead. It is celebrated on 
Easter Sunday 21st April and marks the end of the Holy Week, the end of Lent, the last day of the Easter Triduum 
(Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday) and is the beginning of the Easter season. 
 
As we hear in the gospels, Jesus Christ rose from the dead on the third day following his crucifixion, which would 
be Sunday. His resurrection marks the triumph of good over evil, sin and death. It is the single event, which 
proves that those who trust in God and accept Christ will be raised from the dead. Easter represents the fulfilment 
of Gods promise to humanity, and is the most important event in the Church calendar.  
 
As a College, it is a special time for us also as eight of our staff members have made the decision to be baptised 
and become Catholics in their own right. Through a process of developing a strong relationship with our Parish 
and working closely with staff members on forming their Catholic Identity, Fr David and Mrs Fletcher have worked 
together to facilitate and discern this important life decision for them. This does not simply happen. Jesus was 
relational and present to his community at the time and Father David has taken an active role in our College in 
being present to our community. There are many contributing elements but forming trusting relationships with 
people has been essential in leading these staff to this point in their faith journey. We have a Friday morning 
Mass every week and numbers are growing from the Parish and College Community. The College and Parish 
working collaboratively together really has helped to bridge the gap between Parish and school life. St Peter’s 
church and our College welcome opportunities to work together and we have a few exciting ventures on the hori-
zon. We look forward in the future to continue to strengthen our relationship and in  
partnership, develop the faith life of our communities. 
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Principal’s Message Continued 

Whilst I am not going to recap all of the things that have happened this term all major areas are represented in this newsletter, so read on. I would also 
like to thank all those staff, parents and carers for supporting all of our events during this term. I am very thankful to have such a generous staff who give 
a lot of their precious time to create opportunities for our students. St Columban’s is truly a great school, it is like this because of our staff. People and 
community are the greatest asset of any organisation and I know we have both of these in “spades”.  
 

An example of our good programs is the TAS awards which we celebrated on Tuesday 2nd April, many great achievements were acknowledged, these 

included; 

Interhouse Swimming Age Champions 
Boys  12yrs  Brodie Creed 
Girls  12yrs  Violet Sievers 
Boys  13yrs Ben Julius 
Girls  13yrs  Memory Paitai 
Boys  14yrs  Luke Louw and Ryan Fitz-
gerald 
Girls  14yrs  Anya Myers 
Boys  15yrs  Liam Walker 
Girls  15yrs  Emma Crase 
Boys  16yrs  Oscar Lingham 
Girls  16yrs  Renee Wykman 
Boys  Opens Beau Howard 
Girls  Opens Tanika Brown 
 

TAS Swimming Top Point Scorers 
Boys  Ben Julius 
Girls  Violet Sievers 
 
TAS Boy Cricket 
First  XI MVP Patrick Ubaldo 
 Best Batter Deakon Heath 
 Best Bowler Jaxon Eyles 
Second XI  Daymon Finlay 
Intermediate First XI Kane Nielsen 
Intermediate  Second XI   Cooper McInnes 
Intermediate Third XI Harry Atkins 

TAS Girls Tennis  
Open Firsts MVP Charlee McNeilly 
 Spirit Award Elle-Louise Kidd 
Open Seconds MVP Abbey Hamilton  
Year 10 MVP Sienna Edwards 
Year 9 MVP Samantha Galland 
Year8  MVP Kaitlyn Apps 
Year 7 MVP Hannah Thornton 
 
TAS Girls Basketball 
Firsts MVP Natalie Hobson 
 Spirit Award Jazmin Wilson 
Seconds MVP Emma Filipo 
Year 10 MVP Zoe Hagerty 
Year 9 MVP Mackenzie Woollett 
Year 8  Gold MVP Georgia Sturgess 
Year 8 Blue MVP Elizabeth Deng 
Year 7 Gold MVP Memory Paitai 
Year 7  Blue MVP Nina Taylor   
 
TAS Boys Volleyball 
Year 7 Blue Toby Parker 
Year 8 Blue Sam Hoolihan 
Year 7  Ollie Smith  
Year 8  Myron Campbell 
Year 9  Jacob Lyons 
Year 10  Ryan O’Shea 
Seconds  Mackenzie Kaddatz 
Firsts MVP Kurt Thiesfield 
Firsts Spirit Award Matt Gradwell 

Commitment to Sport Badge Recipients 
Girls Tennis Elle-Louise Kidd 
Girls Basketball Jasmine Houlahan 
 Leyna Smith 
 Vashti Borthwick 
 Laiken Clark 
 Chlor Sawtell 
Boys Cricket Liam Raby 
 Patrick Ubaldo 
 Jonte Connolly 

I would like to also congratulate Connor Ring for making the Queensland Under 15yrs boys Hockey Team and wish him luck at the  
Nationals which will be held during the Easter holidays. 
 
To all parents and carers, have a great break. Be safe, and I look forward to seeing all of you next term refreshed and ready to go. 
 
Michael Connolly 

 
 
 

 
Principal 
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Message from APRE 

We wish our Year 12s the very best for their Formal this evening. There has been much anticipation, preparation and planning  
leading up to this significant occasion. For the first time this year we are hosting the Pre-Formal at the College. We are proud to present 
our students, on the cusp of adulthood to the community. Traditionally, young aristocratic women used to make debuts as a way of being 
introduced into society. They were taught formal etiquette and behaviour that was expected of a young lady.  
 
Fast forward to 2019 and St Columban’s College still places importance on educating our young men and women the way to behave in an 
adult setting. Giving our young people the experience of being presented to the community and behaving in a formal social setting is a life 
skill and lots of fun. It should be a memorable occasion and photographers will be available to capture the magic of the evening.  
 
On Thursday we had our annual Coin line and thank you to all who donated to Project Compassion. Caritas is an organisation which helps 
those in need in Australia and overseas. With the funds collected we will be helping to elevate the living standards of those on the margin. 
It takes time to count the coins so I will let you know of the most successful House in our next newsletter. Every year it has been Duhig 
House who have raised the most money and had the longest line.  Good luck Duhig but I put the challenge out to the other Houses. You 
have to be in it to win it. 
 
We will also hold our Easter Liturgy tomorrow and as part of the Liturgy Fr David will introduce eight staff who have made the commitment 
to becoming Catholic. On Saturday the 20th April Heather Depasquale, Andrew Skinner, Julie Atkins, Paula Pellowe, Juan Bessinger, 
Melissa Kane, Richard Gradwell, and Ashleigh Stegert, will make their sacraments at St Peter’s Parish. It is a significant step in their faith  
journey. This has been a wonderful process and we are very thankful to Fr David for his continuing pastoral presence in our community. 
 
Finally, I would like to leave you with this Easter message: 
 
“For God so loved the world he gave his only Son.” John 3:16 
 
God’s love for humanity was all encompassing, despite all the flaws and obvious risks he sent his Son to preach the good news. At the 
age of 30, Jesus began to live out his mission and taught radical, challenging teachings which drew him into conflict with the existing  
powers. Jesus teachings empowered people with faith to love God and others and this truth is the key to liberation.  
 
The disciples grew in personal faith and knowledge through the experience of the human and divine Jesus. Yet there were many who felt 
challenged and their authority undermined. We know how the story ends. Jesus was crucified, then three days later he defeated death,  
and became fully divine through his resurrection. An all Loving, all Powerful and all Knowing God, knew how it would end for his Son. All 
that is wretched about humanity was exposed during Jesus trials and journey towards the cross. At the hands of others, he experienced 
betrayal, violence, ridicule, anger, revenge and retribution. Jesus and his followers experienced intense suffering and deep sorrow. Jesus 
put his Father’s will and the love of humanity before his own needs. But after three days, he rose. Jesus was restored and became fully 
divine.  
 
How can we make sense of this Easter story in the present day? 
 
Christians are called upon to live a life modelled on the life of Jesus. This means that at times that which is Christ like within all of us  
experiences times of “crucifixion” and that which is Christ like within us can be resurrected. In the coming Easter break my prayer for us all 
is that each of us find time to examine the part of ourselves where we experienced “crucifixion” and give ourselves time to restore, heal 
and resurrect. 
 
May the Risen Christ fill your heart with joy, bring you new hope and bless you with peace. 
 
Blessings and Peace to you all. 
 
Raechel Fletcher 
Assistant Principal Religious Education and Identity 
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Learning & Pathways 

Well done to all of our Senior phase students on a great start to the year. There have been a lot of adjustments as our Year 11 students 
have been introduced to a completely new QCE system, and our students have embraced these changes as they move towards  
completion of Unit One of their courses. Our Year 10s have transitioned well to the Senior Phase of learning, and are being challenged by 
the increasing level of complexity and need to be responsible for their own learning pathway.  
Our Year 12s are well on their way to success with students studying a range of OP and Selection Rank pathways. I would encourage our 
Year 12s to ensure that they have registered and engaged with the QCAA Student Connect account website: 
 https://studentconnect.qcaa.qld.edu.au/. It is important that Year 12s have carefully checked the information in their Student Connect  
accounts so that they can check their QCE eligibility, course enrolments and personal details. Please ensure your child is registered 
through Student Connect – they need to know their LUI number (and if they have forgotten, they can collect this from  
Ms Kim Tredrea – ktredrea@bne.catholic.edu.au). 

 

Year 12 Formal 
Best wishes to our Year 12 students for their Formal at Victoria Park Golf Course this evening. We are sure that our students will have a 
wonderful evening and that they enjoy the opportunity to celebrate all of their efforts from Term One of this year.  

 

Year 10 Work Experience & Harrison’s Career Assessment Tool 
The Year 10 Work Experience block is coming up in Term 2 of this year. Work experience placements often take some time to organise 
and secure. Students were provided with information regarding this at the Year 10 Assembly earlier this week. Please see the Careers 
Centre if you have any questions or concerns in relation to work experience.  

 

Early in Term Two, our Year 10 students have the option to undertake the Harrison’s Career Assessment Tool. This online tool provides 
an opportunity for students to learn more about their individual strengths and characteristics, and the types of careers that may suit them 
best. Involvement in the Harrison’s is optional and does require parental consent. Consent forms were emailed home to families via the 
Parent Slips app. If you are happy for your child to participate, please ensure you have provided the necessary consent.  

 

Wishing you all a restful and rejuvenating Easter break. 

 

Kind regards, 
 
Kate Ruddy  
Assistant Principal Senior Phase.  

https://studentconnect.qcaa.qld.edu.au/
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Ticket sales are now open for this year’s sensational production –  
Disney’s – Beauty and the Beast.  

 
Don't miss out on your chance to share in the magic of this thrilling performance. 

Make sure you join us for canapés and drinks before the show each evening, 
where you will also be able to enjoy a glimpse of the 'Behind the Scenes' gallery. 

 
Seats are limited, so get in fast! 

  
Tickets are available through trybooking at :  https://www.trybooking.com/BBTKP 

                                                                              
Performances run between Thursday 25 July 2019 6:30 PM and Saturday 27 July 

2019 6:30 PM at the Mary MacKillop Performance Centre 

https://www.trybooking.com/BBTKP
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Pastoral and Student Wellbeing 

 

On Wednesday, we hosted the Term One ALBI Buddy BBQ with our Year 12 and their Year 7 buddies. A sausage sizzle was enjoyed 
by all with some games and positive interaction to follow. The ALBI Buddy Program is a great initiative run by the Pastoral team to foster 
positive relationships between our older and younger students to promote leadership and service by our older students, and assists the 
settling-in process of our younger students.  

On Friday night 22nd of March two Year 11 students Laura Maccarrone and Riley Willemsen were the first students from the College to  
volunteer for Rosies this year. Rosies reaches out to those most in need, those people who are abandoned, marginalised,  
socially isolated within our communities;  in our local area Rosies provides support on Friday night in Caboolture which groups from the 
College will continue to volunteer once every four weeks.   
  
“Participating on Friday night at the Rosies van was a great experience. It has taught me how important it is to be involved with those less 
fortunate in our community and how sometimes all people need is someone to listen to them. The younger children we met during Friday 
night were happy to see new faces and have some fun.” Laura Maccarrone  
  
“Participating in the Rosies community action group was an experience like no other, being able to physically interact with the community 
and see where the funds raised by the school goes is a phenomenal experience. Giving dignity to those less fortunate than us is what 
Rosies strives to do, and by doing so it has exposed me to the wider community.” Riley Willemsen 
  
This experience for our students is a first-hand opportunity to demonstrate preferential treatment to the poor and show dignity to all. We are 
looking forward to our Year 11 & 12 students continuing to volunteer for Rosies and allow them to give back to our community.  
 
Riley Brown 
Teacher 
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Sport 

Uniform Shop Hours 

OPEN  
Tuesdays 8-9am and 2-3pm                

     Thursdays 8-9am         
Saturday 27th April  - 8am—10am  

Interhouse Cross Country 
Thursday April 4th saw our houses once again competing at the annual Interhouse Cross Country Carnival. With rain during the days lead-
ing up to the carnival and on the morning of the big race, the track was a challenging one. 
 
Overall, the day was a great success with students enjoying the relaxed atmosphere as they all competed for the coveted trophy. In the 
end, there could only be one Champion House and this year the trophy goes to Duhig House! Molly house was 99 points behind, with Eng-
lish third and O’Driscoll finishing in 4th place. 
 
Congratulations to the following students who won their races and have been named 2019 Age Champions - 
 
 12 Years Girls  Izzabella Boyland 
 12 Years Boys Ryan Waters 
 13 Years Girls Leah Hollinger  
 13 Years Boys Giet Bol 
 14 years Girls Georgia Sturgess 
 14 years Boys Oscar Torrens 
 15 years Girls Brielle Lawrie 
 15 Years Boys Thomas Morris 
 16 Years Girls Crystal Suthers 
 16 Years Boys Daymon Finlay 
 Open Girls Leyna Smith 
 Open Boys Reginald Maiku 
 
 
The College was again provided the opportunity to use electronic timing chips to track the races thanks to the 
kindness of the owner of Timing Solutions, Mr. Stephen Minifie. The time and effort to program in all of our  
students was enormous and the College cannot thank Stephen enough for his contribution to the Carnival. 
 
 
Silver Slipper 
The annual Silver Slipper relay was also conducted on Thursday April 4, with the fastest students in each year level racing around the 
College in an attempt to claim the title of Silver Slipper Champions. This year, the race was very close, with English House taking an early 
lead. They held that lead until half way through the 2nd last lap, during the StC staff members lap. The blinding speed of the two O’Driscoll 
House Leaders, Ms Kelly Woods and Mr Andrew Skinner, quickly turned English’s 20m lead into a 15m tail at the changeover for the final 
leg. The Student Leaders of O’Driscoll then did enough to maintain the lead at the finish line to register a record 7th consecutive Trophy! 
Congratulations to all involved and thank you to every student who supported their House throughout the race. 
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Girls Tennis 
The Year 7 team of Hannah Thornton, Sarah Betteridge, Abygail Harwood, Estella Pinna, and Indianna Millman played some great tennis 
losing 4-2 33-16. Hannah is still undefeated in all Singles. Sarah played strongly to win her Doubles with Hannah. All the girls are  
improving every week.  
 
The Year 8 team of Kaitlyn Apps, Charlotte Pedersen, Zara Kidd, Madison Page and Evangelina Pinna played well losing to a very strong 
team 6-0 36-9. The girls hit some amazing shots and showed a lot of improvement in their games aswell. 
 
The Year 9 team of Steph Hallinan, Sam Galland, Charlotte Morris, Rachel Walker and Emma Crase have been improving week by week 
and lost a nailbiter 3-3 28-24-15. Awesome tennis from Sam in Singles and both Doubles teams Steph and Sam and Charlotte and  
Emma. 
 
The Year 10 Team of Sienna Edwards, Sandy Tran, Emily Spnovic, Kalani Duff lost 6-0 36-7. All the girls played well against some very 
strong opposition. 
 
The Seconds team of Hannah Spnovic, Lillyana Wareham, Abbey Hamilton and Tahsia Hartwig had a tough loss 6-0 36-9. Congrats to all 
the girls for playing up age groups and representing StC. 
 
The Firsts team of Elle-Louise Kidd, Brianna Kidd, Charlee McNeilly, and Jasmine Him have been playing some awesome tennis  
unfortunately losing 4-2 33-22. Wins to Charlee in her Singles and Charlee and Jasmine in their Doubles. The match was close with  
Elle-Louise playing great tennis at number one narrowly losing 7-5. 
 
Looking forward to this weeks’ final games against various opposition. 
 
Coordinator 
Alex Locke 

Sport 

Netball News—QISSN Team Excursion 
 
Tuesday morning saw the QISSN team travel to the University of the Sunshine Coast to view the Sunshine Coast Lightning training  
session. The girls were full of excitement and they were not let down once they arrived. The Lightning girls put on a show in training and 
there were many lessons throughout the hour-long session that the girls were able to learn. 
 
Some standout points would include the communication, intensity, speed, and competitiveness against their own team mates. I am sure 
this will give the girls a little bit more motivation to go for the gold when they head up to Bundaberg during the term 2 holidays!! It was 
noted by Sunshine Coast Lightning staff that it was good to see Sara Harris in attendance, a very positive sign that Columban’s is on the 
netball map on the Sunshine Coast! 
 
We have also made contact with the data analysis team at the USC Lightning and we have been invited to bring down some students 
interested in data analysis with a strong focus in sports. We will be looking to make this happen in early term 2, which would see some of 
our keen math's students working very closely with the lightning players themselves! This is the beginning of what we hope is a very 
strong partnership. 
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MAP Buzz—Student Newsflash 

 
With more success and involvement from MAP students on the horizon, on Saturday the 23rd March, Year 7 Duhig student Angus Corby 
competed in the Central Queensland Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu Championships. In the 48.3kg division, he won GOLD in both Gi and No Gi. With 
this in mind, he is now CENTRAL QUEENSLAND CHAMPION. 
 
To help clarify what Angus competes in, Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu is a sport that focuses on ground fighting and grappling with your opponent.  
Gi represents with a uniform [grab clothing] and No Gi means you wear shorts and a rash guard [you cannot grab the opponent’s  
clothing].  
 
He is a very humble and quiet young man who has aspirations of being World Champion in his discipline. This is his passion and it is 
great to see.  

MAP students have been quite active especially with some of our Juniors. English student Diesel Hadlow in Year 8 participated in the 
State Athletic Titles on the weekend in Townsville. He competed in 5 events and placed in the following: 
 
1st place in Discus 
3rd place in Long Jump 
4th & 5th place in Shot Put and High Jump 
6th place in Triple Jump 
 
With a couple of PBs mixed within these phenomenal results, he was selected as 1 of just 16 boys to represent Queensland at the  
National titles in Hobart next month. 
 
The amount of talent within this school is quite extraordinary and it is a real privilege to work with these up and coming athletes. 
 
 
David Cremasco-Schmidt 
MAP Leader 
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Rugby 2019 
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Overall 
Finish 

House Year 12 Year 11 Year 10 Year 9 Year 8 Year 7 Total 
Points 

1st
 Duhig 2nd

 3rd
 2nd

 2nd
  1st

  1st
 11 

2nd
 English 3rd

 1st
 1st

 3rd
  3rd

  3rd
 14 

3rd
 O’Dris-

coll 
4th

 2nd
 3rd

 4th
  2nd

  2nd
 17 

4th
 Molloy 1st

 4th
 4th

 1st
  4th

  4th
 18 

Weeks 8 and 9 saw the students compete in the first of four ‘lunchtime’ interhouse competitions. Term 
1’s sport was volleyball and fun was had by everyone. The atmosphere was set by the HPE trainees 
who worked hard in setting up the courts, organising the draw, and of course acting as DJ’s for the 6 
day competition. Our MC, Mr Lucas was again at his vocal best and the house leaders ensured that all 
students were able to take part if they wanted. Thanks to students Raevin Angulo, Josh Angulo, Matt 
Gradwell, Ryan O’Shea, Bailey Atkins,  
 
The year 12’s were the first year level to take part in the competition and set the standard for all to fol-
low. Please see above for a list of all results and the final standings, with DUHIG coming out on top!! 
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Each week, in the Library, we feature a Book of the Week. This week’s book, ‘The Guy, the 
Girl, the Artist and his Ex’ is written by Australian Author, Gabrielle Williams. The book of the 
week can be borrowed at any time. 
 
A snappy, witty adventure caper about art, love, death and everything in between.  
A rock chick. An artist with attitude. A girl with a past. A party animal. 
Four lives collide when one of the world's most famous paintings is stolen. It's a mystery that 
has the nation talking, but while Picasso's Weeping Woman might be absent from the walls of 
the National Gallery, in other parts of Melbourne the controversial painting's presence is being 
felt by Guy, Rafi, Luke and Penny for four very different reasons. 
 
Life, love, art and one giant party intersect in this offbeat comedy about good intentions,  
unexpected consequences and the irresistible force of true love.  
 
Happy Reading, 
 
Charmaine Hawkins  
Teacher-Librarian 
 
 

 Library News 

Parent Teacher Interview Information 

Interim Reports and Parent Teacher Interviews – Term 2 
 
The Interim Report is a progress report for families on their student’s work ethic, and general progress to date. This report is not a state-
ment of academic achievement - the End of Semester Report fulfils that function. Interim Reports will be available on the Parent Portal 
during the upcoming school holidays.   
  
The opportunity to meet with staff members to discuss the reports is offered at the Parent Teacher Interview Day on Tuesday 30th April.  
Interview times range from 3pm to 8pm and are of 8 minutes duration only. If you require a longer time, another appointment can be 
made by emailing your child’s teacher directly. 
  
A website booking system will be set up and made available for families to make online bookings with their child’s teachers from  
Thursday 25th April – Week 1 of Term 2.   
This site will be OPEN from 9am on Thursday 25th April to 9am Monday 29th April.  
  
The Parent Portal can access the online booking site.  Further information and instructions will be given closer to the time to all of our  
parents/guardians. 
  
Students, dressed in full formal uniform, are to accompany their parents/guardians to interviews, which will be held in the MMPC.  
  
Wishing you a safe and happy Easter break! 
 
We look forward to seeing our families at our parent/teacher interviews next term. 
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The Careers Team 

PARENTS OF YEAR 10 STUDENTS 
Please keep an eye on your emails for the Harrison Online Career Assessment Tool Parent Consent form. The Assessment Tool uses 
information about a student such as their preferred task performance, motivation, work environment preference, interests and personal 
preferences to assist students in considering appropriate career options. All Year 10 students will be completing this on Tuesday 7th 
May. 

 

ATTENTION YEAR 10 STUDENTS 
WORK EXPERIENCE FOR ALL YEAR 10 STUDENTS this year is from 25th-28th June. It’s never too early to start planning. Please 
come and see us in Careers to get a head start on this. 

 

SAVE THE DATE - CAREERS EVENT  
St Columban’s College will be hosting a community event on the evening of Monday 24 June 2019. More details next term! 

 

 

Congratulations to Slade North in Year 11 who has recently been signed up for a  
Certificate III in Carpentry with Hepner Homes. Well done Slade! 

 

 

 
 

Rachel Hepner (Owner) & Slade North 

 

Are you a member of the STC Career and Training Centre Facebook group?  

Please request to join the group to ensure you are aware of all information career and training related.  
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